
Civil Justice Expense and Delay Reduction Plan
Section 1:03 - Assignment to a Management Track

(a) The clerk of court will assign cases to tracks (a) through (d) based on the initial
pleading.

(b) In all cases not appropriate for assignment by the clerk of court to tracks (a) through
(d), theplaintiff shall submitto theclerk of court andservewith thecomplainton all defendantsa case
managementtrack designation form specifying that the plaintiff believes the case requires Standard
Managementor SpecialManagement. In the event that a defendant does not agree with the plaintiff
regardingsaiddesignation,thatdefendantshall,with its first appearance,submitto theclerk of courtand
serve on the plaintiff and allother parties, a case management track designation form specifying the track
to which that defendant believes the case should be assigned.

(c) The court may, on its own initiative or upon the request of any party, change the
track assignment of any case at any time.

(d) Nothing in this Plan is intended to abrogate or limit a judicial officer’s authority in
anycasependingbeforethatjudicial officer, to directpretrialandtrial proceedingsthataremorestringent
than those of the Plan and that are designed to accomplish cost and delay reduction.

(e) Nothing in this Plan is intended to supersede Local Civil Rules 40.1 and 72.1, or the
procedurefor randomassignmentof HabeasCorpusandSocialSecuritycasesreferredtomagistratejudges
of the court.

SPECIAL MANAGEMENT CASE ASSIGNMENTS
   (See §1.02 (e) Management Track Definitions of the

   Civil Justice Expense and Delay Reduction Plan)

SpecialManagementcaseswill usuallyincludethatclassof casescommonlyreferredto as
"complexlitigation"  as that term has been used in the Manuals for Complex Litigation.  The firstmanual
waspreparedin 1969andtheManualfor ComplexLitigation Second,MCL 2dwaspreparedin 1985. This
termis intendedto includecasesthatpresentunusualproblemsandrequireextraordinarytreatment.See
§0.1 of the first manual. Cases may require special or intense management by the court due to one or more
of the following factors:  (1) large number of parties; (2) large number of claims or defenses; (3) complex
factual issues; (4) large volume of evidence; (5) problems locating or preserving evidence; (6) extensive
discovery; (7) exceptionally long time needed to prepare for disposition; (8) decision needed within an
exceptionally short time; and (9) need to decide preliminary issues before final disposition. It may include
two or more related cases. Complex litigation typically includes such cases as antitrust cases; cases
involving a large number of parties or an unincorporated association of large membership; cases involving
requests for injunctive relief affecting the operation of large business entities; patent cases; copyright and
trademark cases; common disaster cases such as those arising from aircraft crashes or marine disasters;
actions brought by individual stockholders; stockholder's derivative and stockholder's representative actions;
class actions or potential class actions; and other civil (and criminal) cases involving unusual multiplicity
or complexity of factual issues. See §0.22 of the first Manual for Complex Litigation and Manual for
Complex Litigation Second, Chapter 33.


